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 Seven Criteria
for Program Review

• All program proposals must meet the following criteria to 
obtain CPEC concurrence:
– Societal Needs
– Student Demand
– Appropriateness to Institutional and Segmental Mission
– Number of Existing and Proposed Programs in the Field
– Total Costs of the Program
– Maintenance and Improvement of Quality
– Advancement of Knowledge



 

Criteria Met by UCI Proposal

• Student Demand
• Appropriateness to Institutional Mission
• Maintenance and Improvement of Quality
• Advancement of Knowledge



 Criteria the UCI Proposal
did not meet are . . . 

• The industry and occupational demand 
component of the Commission’s societal need
criteria;

• The program duplication component of the 
Commission criteria regarding the number of 
existing and proposed programs in the field;

• The Commission’s total cost criteria.



 Occupations for Which a
Legal Education is Valued

• Attorneys
• Judges
• Government Officials and Legislators
• University Professors in Various Disciplines
• Managers of Private and Non-Profit 

Corporations
• Research Analysts
• Legal Aid Advisors



 
RAND Projections and Actual Figures

for Active California Attorneys



 Supply and Demand Projections
for Selected Legal Professions



 Projections of Job Growth and 
New Hires for In-State Attorneys,

Judges, and Law Professors, 2007-2014



 

Does a Regional Need Exist?

• UC law schools draw from a national and 
statewide pool of applicants, not a regional pool

• No evidence suggests that Southern California 
applicants are disadvantaged in the selection pool 
to Northern California UC law schools 

• Labor market data does not show that Orange 
County is under supplied with attorneys

• Major firms in Orange County are recruiting 
lawyers from the nation’s most prestigious 
schools.



 State Need for
Public Law Attorneys

• All UC Law schools have similar public interest 
programs to that proposed by UCI

• Market and incentive forces must shift for more 
students to enter public interest law – more programs 
is not the answer to the shortage

• CPEC staff feels that state resources should be 
directed toward other methods for recruiting public 
interest attorneys, for example, loan reimbursement 
programs



 

In Conclusion

The Commission is unable at the present time to support the 
proposal to establish a new law school at the University of 
California, Irvine for three principal reasons:

• The occupational and industry projections of the California Labor 
Market Information Division indicate that the current growth in 
the number of Bar-certified lawyers will keep pace with or exceed 
legal demand between now and 2014.

• The State’s knowledge needs in the domain of legal education can 
be met by existing public and independent law schools.

• The projected public costs are questionable because the need for a 
new public law school has not been demonstrated by the evidence 
contained in the proposal.


